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Greeting

Dear Future Dialogue Part ic ipant,

The Max Planck Society and Siemens are pleased to welcome you to Future Dialogue 2011 in New Delhi, 
the third in a series of summits designed to address crucial global issues.

This year’s Future Dialogue Conference looks at the challenges of urbanisation, particularly in the context 
of rapidly growing cities in developing nations.

Cities will play an increasingly important role in our future. More than half the world's population already 
lives in urban areas, and this figure will climb to 70 percent by 2050. The consumption of natural resources 
is also particularly high in cities - they consume 80 percent of the world's energy and account for 80 percent 
of greenhouse gases. The challenges are obvious to us all. In order to keep cities efficient and competitive, 
while at the same time protecting resources and the environment, we must make cities more sustainable.

In wealthier parts of the world where the bulk of urban infrastructure is already in place, shifting to more 
sustainable means of transportation or energy production poses complex challenges. In many parts of the 
developing world, however, the absence of this infrastructure offers greater possibilities. Paradoxically, 
these cities have the ability to leapfrog over cities in developed nations, learning from their mistakes and 
tackling challenges with fresh solutions.

Meaningful progress on facing global challenges such as these can only be made if science, business and 
politics work together more closely, sharing information and ideas, pooling best practices, and pursuing 
common goals. The global community depends strongly on scientific research to find completely new 
innovative pathways for a more balanced development of cities, for instance concerning energy supply, as 
well as on issues like the prevention and treatment of diseases. This is precisely the goal of Future Dialogue 
conferences: more dynamic discussion and collaboration between business, science and politics.

We trust that you will find this year’s Future Dialogue conference informative and valuable, and we hope 
that you will contribute your own thoughts and ideas. The plenary sessions as well as the expert sessions 
are designed to welcome questions and to encourage dialogue.

We look forward to an inspiring and productive day.

Kindest regards,

Peter Gruss Peter Lö scher
President, Max Planck Society President and CEO, Siemens AG
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Programme

8.00am Registration and refreshments

9.00am Welcome and introduction: Why Future Dialogue? 

Peter Gruss | President, Max Planck Society, Germany 

Peter Löscher | President and CEO, Siemens AG, Germany

Cornelia Pieper | Minister of State, Federal Foreign Office, Germany 

Delia Meth-Cohn (Chairperson): 
Editorial Director CEMEA, Economist Intelligence Unit, UK

9.20am Keynote address:  The challenges and opportunities for tomorrow's cities 

Joan Clos | Executive Director, UN-HABITAT, Kenya

9.50am Panel discussion: Making sense of sustainability in emerging megacities

Sumila Gulyani | Head Urban Knowledge Platform, The World Bank, USA

Barbara Kux | Member of the Management Board and Chief Sustainability Officer, 
Siemens AG, Germany

Robert Neuwirth | Author of Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters, A New Urban World, USA 

Steven Vertovec | Director, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and 
Ethnic Diversity, Germany

Nicholas You | Chairman of the Steering Committee, World Urban Campaign, Kenya

Delia Meth-Cohn (Chairperson): 
Editorial Director CEMEA, Economist Intelligence Unit, UK 

11.00am Break

11.30am Panel discussion: Imagining India's cities in 2030 

Jamshed Irani  | Former Director, Tata Sons Limited, India

S.Y. Kulkarni | Professor, Department of Architecture and Planning, IIT Roorkee, India 

Sheela Patel | Founder, Society for the Promotion of Area Resource Centres (SPARC) 
and Chair of Shack/Slum Dwellers International (SDI), India

Shirish Sankhe | Director, McKinsey & Company, Mumbai office, India

Anjalika Bardalai (Chairperson): 
Senior Editor/Economist, Economist Intelligence Unit, UK
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12.45pm Lunch

2.00pm Expert sessions: T urning challenges into opportunities

A. Powering cities:  Generation, demand and the carbon footprint

Afshin Afshari | Professor, Masdar Institute of Science and Technology, UAE

B. Affordable healthcare: Ensuring high quality and accessible health services

Naresh Trehan | Chairman and Managing Director, Medanta - The Medicity, India

C. Planning: Best practices in urban planning, finance and administration

Om Prakash Mathur | Professor, Urban Economics and Finance, National Institute of 
Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi, India

2.45pm Break

3.15pm Expert sessions continued

D. Social cohesion:  Turning urban diversity into an asset 

Anita Patil-Deshmukh | Executive Director, PUKAR (Partner for Urban Knowledge, 
Action and Research), India

E. Architecture and urban design:  The potential and realities of green cities and buildings 

Steffen Lehmann | UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Urban Development for Asia and 
the Pacific, Founding Director of the Lab Space Laboratory for 
Architectural Research and Design (Sydney-Berlin), Australia

F. Mobility: Developing clean transport systems in India's cities

Sanjiv Rai | Managing Director, Rapid MetroRail Gurgaon Ltd. and 
ITNL ENSO Rail Systems Ltd., India

4.15pm Closing discussion

Peter Gruss | President, Max Planck Society, Germany

Peter Löscher | President and CEO, Siemens AG, Germany

Mini Menon (Chairperson): 
Executive Editor, UTV Bloomberg, India

4.55pm Chairperson's summary remarks 

5.00pm Networking - Cocktails & Dinner 
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8.00am Registration and Refreshments Raja Bagh

9.00am Welcome and introduction: Why Future Dialogue? Shahjehan Hall

9.20am Keynote address: The challenges and opportunities for tomorrow's cities Shahjehan Hall

9.50am Panel discussion: Making sense of sustainability in emerging megacities Shahjehan Hall

11.00am Break Durbar Hall

11.30am Panel discussion: Imagining India's cities in 2030 Shahjehan Hall

12.45pm Lunch Durbar Hall

2.00pm Expert sessions: Turning challenges into opportunities
A. Powering cities: Generation, demand and the carbon footprint Mumtaz Hall
B. Affordable healthcare: Ensuring high quality and accessible Roshanara Hall
    health services
C. Planning: Best practices in urban planning, finance and administration Shahjehan Hall

2.45pm Break Durbar Hall

3.15pm Expert sessions continued
D. Social cohesion: Turning urban diversity into an asset Roshanara Hall
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Welcome and introductory remarks

Delia Meth-Cohn, Peter Gruss and Peter Löscher 
scientists, executives and policy-makers as the key to tackling the challenges of our time 
and outline the main issues of the conference. In addition, the German Minister of State at 
the Federal Foreign Office, Cornelia Pieper, will present how Future Dialogue contributes to 
"Germany and India 2011-2012: Infinite opportunities".

outline why they see dialogue between 

7

Fast-growing countries like India face the combined challenges of facilitating economic growth, 
while controlling both the environmental and social impact of rapid development. The biggest 
clash between these two goals takes place in cities and it is here that the fight against climate 
change needs to be won. With hundreds of millions of people migrating to urban areas in the next 
few decades, the challenges are growing. 

Bringing together some of the world's top scientists, business leaders, city policy-makers and 
influential thinkers, this unique event will discuss new approaches to sustainable urban 
development – today, tomorrow and in the more distant future. We will ask whether sustainability 
is a useful concept for focusing on the needs of city-dwellers in fast-growing emerging markets. 
We will look at the role and the limits of technology in creating functioning and liveable cities. And 
we will examine best practices and new initiatives in everything from energy supply and mobility 
to providing health and education services to inhabitants of informal settlements. 

Sustainable Cities: 
Mastering the challenges and 
opportunities of rapid urbanisation



6

Welcome and introductory remarks

Delia Meth-Cohn, Peter Gruss and Peter Löscher 
scientists, executives and policy-makers as the key to tackling the challenges of our time 
and outline the main issues of the conference. In addition, the German Minister of State at 
the Federal Foreign Office, Cornelia Pieper, will present how Future Dialogue contributes to 
"Germany and India 2011-2012: Infinite opportunities".

outline why they see dialogue between 

7

Fast-growing countries like India face the combined challenges of facilitating economic growth, 
while controlling both the environmental and social impact of rapid development. The biggest 
clash between these two goals takes place in cities and it is here that the fight against climate 
change needs to be won. With hundreds of millions of people migrating to urban areas in the next 
few decades, the challenges are growing. 

Bringing together some of the world's top scientists, business leaders, city policy-makers and 
influential thinkers, this unique event will discuss new approaches to sustainable urban 
development – today, tomorrow and in the more distant future. We will ask whether sustainability 
is a useful concept for focusing on the needs of city-dwellers in fast-growing emerging markets. 
We will look at the role and the limits of technology in creating functioning and liveable cities. And 
we will examine best practices and new initiatives in everything from energy supply and mobility 
to providing health and education services to inhabitants of informal settlements. 

Sustainable Cities: 
Mastering the challenges and 
opportunities of rapid urbanisation



8

Welcome and introductory remarks

Peter Löscher
President and CEO, Siemens AG, 

Germany
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Welcome and introductory remarks

Peter Löscher has been President and Chief Executive Officer of Siemens AG since July 1, 
2007. He has many years of international management and leadership experience in a variety of 
companies both in and outside Germany – for example, Merck & Co. Inc. (U.S.), General 
Electric (U.S., UK), Amersham plc. (UK), Aventis Pharma Ltd. (Japan), the Hoechst Group 
(Germany, Spain, U.S., UK, Japan) and Kienbaum und Partner (Germany). 

Mr. Löscher studied economics at Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration 
and at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and is a graduate of Harvard University's Advanced 
Management Program. 

Peter Löscher is a member of the Supervisory Board of Munich RE, Chairman of the Asia Pacific 
Committee of the German Economy (APA), Vice Chairman of the European Roundtable           
of Industrialists (ERT), and Co-Chairman of the EU-Russia Industrialists' Roundtable (IRT).         
He also holds positions in a number of scientific, social and cultural organizations. 

He was born in Villach, Austria, is married and has three children.

Peter Gruss has been President of the Max Planck Society since 2002. He became a Scientific 
Member of the Max Planck Society in 1986, when he was appointed Director at the Max Planck 
Institute for Biophysical Chemistry in Göttingen. Peter Gruss earned his PhD in biology at the 
University of Heidelberg and is honorary professor at the University of Göttingen.

As President of the Max Planck Society, Peter Gruss holds numerous offices and functions. 
Among others, he is a member of the Alliance of Scientific Organizations in Germany, 
EUROHORCs and ESF, as well as member of the Senates of the German Research Foundation 
(DFG), the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina, and acatech, the German 
Academy of Science and Engineering. In addition, he is member of the University Council of 
Ludwig-Maximilians-University (LMU) Munich, of the Supervisory Boards of Siemens AG and 
Munich RE, as well as of the Advisory Board of Deloitte. He was appointed a member of the 
"Innovation Dialogue" of the Federal Chancellery by German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Peter Gruss began his scientific career as a research assistant at the Institute for Virus Research 
in Heidelberg in 1977. From there, he moved on to the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Maryland, initially as a post-doc associate, and later as an expert consultant. In 1982, he was 
appointed as Professor at the Institute for Microbiology at the University of Heidelberg. Over the 
years, he has received several honours, including the Leibniz Prize, the Louis-Jeantet Prize for 
Medicine, the German Prize for Technology and Innovation by the President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the Lower Saxony State Prize, as well as the German Federal Cross of 
Merit. He is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Science. 

Peter Gruss
President, Max Planck Society, 
Germany
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Joan Clos
Excutive Director, 

UN HABITAT, Kenya

Keynote address

The challenges and 
opportunities for 
tomorrow's cities

Joan Clos took over as head of the Nairobi-based UN-Habitat in October 2010, following a 
distinguished career in public service and diplomacy. He was twice elected Mayor of Barcelona, 
serving two terms during the years 1997-2006. He was appointed Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Trade of Spain (2006-2008). Prior to joining the United Nations, he served as Spanish 
ambassador to Turkey and Azerbaijan. 

Dr Clos trained as a medical doctor, specialised in Public Health and Epidemiology. He joined the 
Barcelona Municipal Government in 1979 as Director of Public Health. As a city councillor between 
1983 and 1987, he earned a reputation for improving municipal management and for urban 
renewal projects, notably managing the renovation of downtown Barcelona's Ciutat Vella district. 
From 1990 to 1994 he was Deputy Mayor in change of Finance and Budgeting, playing a key role 
during the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona. 

Joan Clos is also widely credited with inspiring far-reaching investment programmes for 
Barcelona. One of the most ambitious was the Barcelona@22 programme which gave the city's 
dilapidated industrial zones a facelift. In 2004 one of these newly refurbished neighbourhoods 
near the old dockyards was chosen as the site for the second gathering of UN-HABITAT's World 
Urban Forum, the premier global conference on cities. 

At the international level, Joan Clos was elected President of Metropolis, the international network 
of cities in 1998. Two years later, he was elected President of the World Association of Cities and 
Local Authorities (WACLAC). Between 2000 and 2007, he served as Chairman of the United 
Nations Advisory Committee of Local Authorities (UNACLA). And between 1997 and 2003, he was 
member of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions, (CEMR).

Dr Clos received a number of awards which include a gold medal from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in 1999 for transforming Barcelona. In 2002, he won the UN-HABITAT Scroll of Honour 
Award for encouraging global cooperation between local authorities and the United Nations. 

10 11

Cornelia Pieper was appointed Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office by Federal 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Guido Westerwelle in November 2009. She is also Coordinator of 
German-Polish Intersocietal and Cross-Border Cooperation and a Member of the German 
Bundestag.

Cornelia Pieper was born in Halle (Saale) in 1959 and studied applied and theoretical linguistics 
in Leipzig and Warsaw. In 1982 she graduated in Polish and Russian translation/interpretation. 
Until 1985 she worked as interpreter in the tourism and cultural field, then as electronic data 
processing staff member at a television manufacturing company in Halle. From 1995 to 1996 
she was executive director of the Humanist Association, Berlin; since mid-1996 she has worked 
as a free-lance translator. She is also a founding member and current deputy chair of the Erhard 
Hübener Foundation in Saxony-Anhalt.

Cornelia Pieper has been a member of the Free Democratic Party (FDP) since 1990 and was a 
member of the FDP Executive Committee in Saxony-Anhalt until 1995. From 1995 until 2011 
she was FDP chair in Saxony-Anhalt. Since 1993 she has been a member of the FDP National 
Executive Committee and was deputy national chair from 1997 to May 2001. From 2001 to 2005 
she was FDP General Secretary and after that served again as FDP deputy national chair until 
May 2011. From 1990 to 1994 and April to October 2002 she was a Member of the Regional 
Parliament of Saxony-Anhalt. She was also a Member of the German Bundestag from 1998 to 
May 2002 and has been again since October 2002. In the Bundestag she made her mark as 
group spokesperson on research policy and chair (or deputy chair, respectively) of the 
Bundestag Committee on Education, Research and Technology Assessment as well as deputy 
chair of the FDP parliamentary group.

Cornelia Pieper lives near Halle (Saale). She is married and has one son.

Welcome and introductory remarks

Cornelia Pieper
Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office
Coordinator of German-Polish Intersocietal and Cross-Border Cooperation
Member of the German Bundestag
Germany
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Sumila Gulyani took over as head of the World Bank's Urbanization Knowledge Platform in 2011 
after four years as Sector Leader for Sustainable Development for six African countries, based 
in Kenya.  She was also the Lead Urban Specialist and Team Leader for a series of World Bank-
supported urban programmes aimed at assisting the Kenyan government in catalyzing 
transformation of the urban and local government sector in the country. These include two 
national programmes, the Kenya Municipal Project and the Kenya Informal Settlements 
Improvement Project, which are bringing US$320 million of investments in governance, 
planning and infrastructure in 15 of Kenya's largest cities. In addition to Africa, she has worked in 
East and South East Asia, South Asia, Central America, and North America.

From 2005-2007, Dr Gulyani was at Columbia University in New York where she held the 
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